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Features, page 10

T h e t i e t h a t b i n d s W i l f r i d L a u r i er U n i v er s i t y s i n c e 1926
Volume 52, Issue 23

thecord.ca

Wednesday, February 8, 2012

Balancing act
After consulting the public, Waterloo
plans the next three years’ finances
LINDSAY PURCHASE
LEAD REPORTER

On top of the world
Sports, page 18
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Laurier curlers grab the gold at world championship in Japan

“I don’t care what era we’re in, or
what time, it’s always, always contentious,” asserted Waterloo councillor Angela Vieth on the discussion surrounding tax increases for
Waterloo residents in the upcoming
budget.
The budget for 2012-2014, which
city council will finalize on Feb. 13,
will see a tax hike of 2.16 per cent
due to increases in property tax and
storm water fees. While this may be
a source of concern for some citizens, mayor Brenda Halloran assured that the rates are comparatively low to many neighbouring
municipalities.

Highs and lows

First years falling behind
ELIZABETH DICESARE
STAFF WRITER

In January, the dean of arts office at
Wilfrid Laurier University collected
data regarding first years students’
marks after their first semester and
discovered that 39.7 per cent of students entering straight from Ontario
high schools obtained below a 5.0
grade point average (GPA). This is
approximately a four per cent decrease from last year, but in the university’s eyes it is still alarmingly
high.
In order to help these struggling students get back on track, the

faculty of arts sent emails inviting
them to information sessions. Of
the roughly 400 students invited,
only 80 attended.
“[This] is an early warning signal ... if this is their grade by the end
of the year, they will not be able to
progress in a declared major,” explained dean of arts, Michael Carroll. For these students to progress
into second year in an honours program, they will need to maintain at
least a 5.0 GPA; if they go below a
4.0, they will be placed on academic
probation.

“The lower your high
school grades, the more
likely you are to end up
in this situation.”

—Michael Carroll, dean of arts

Campus, page 4

“We work really, really hard to keep
the tax increases as low as possible,
always finding external efficiencies, and doing more with less and
making sure that we keep things
very efficient for the citizens,” said
Halloran.
Creating the budget is a balancing
act that must account for improving
infrastructure and maintaining services at minimal cost to those who
enjoy them. This becomes increasingly challenging with overall economic constraints leading citizens
and governments to be more financially cautious.
Councillor Jeff Henry commented, “[Citizens] enjoy the programs
that we do provide, many of them
do want them extended, but at the
same time we know that many folks
are feeling the pinch, that they’re
strained, and that’s not surprising

given the economy that we have, so
we’re certainly hearing that we need
to be prudent and responsible.”
“There’s a real balance that we
need to be aware of,” added councillor and finance chair Karen Scian.
“People can’t afford to pay a lot more
for things, but they still … want the
services that they need.”

Your feedback
Public consultation at an All Access Budget Town Hall in January,
a unique and interactive process
which saw the engagement of citizens through Facebook and Twitter,
saw over 60 questions posed to the
mayor and council.
Questions such as “what buildings are falling apart?” and “are
our roads OK?” revealed underlying concerns about the city’s
infrastructure.
Councillor Scott Witmer echoed
these uncertainties, acknowledging
that “some things have been left to
degrade to a point where they need
to be replaced completely.” Witmer
indicated the need for continued efforts to improve the state of roads,
sidewalks and facilities.
According to Halloran, budget
priorities have now shifted from the
creation of infrastructure to maintenance needs.

Shifting priorities
“We’ve kind of finished all our big
projects and now we’re in more of
a stabilized mode, and just keeping
things running,” she indicated.
Local, page 6

The results are in

Inside
Hawks heating up

Rap elite plays Starlight

Onabolu elected WLUSU president

Be mine, Valentine
As the season winds down,
Laurier’s women’s basketball team
triumphed against McMaster

Rather than moping on the
Hallmark holiday, take the chance
to spend time with friends

Canada’s Buck 65 talks to Cord
Staff Writer Danielle Dmytraszko
about two decades of success

Sports, page 19
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Arts, page 12
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Injured/Sick Person
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In the Feb. 1, 2012 article “The new learning curve in business,” it was unclear whether or not Jesse Fragale completed his degree at Wilfrid Laurier University. To clarify this, the following statement was added:
“An overload of responsibilities combined with an attractive job offer in Toronto lead to Fragale leaving Laurier
after his third year, although he will still graduate this April.”
It was also corrected that Mr. Fragale acquired three houses in three years, not three businesses in three years.
In the Feb. 1, 2012 article “Fr!nge: ‘The outskirts of the mainstream,’” the narrator of the final play The Second Draft
was incorrectly listed as Christina Ciuciura. Her first name in fact is Christine.
In the Feb. 1 issue of The Cord, the incorrect platform was published under Kate Stevenson’s name for the Wilfrid
Laurier University Students’ Union platforms. The Cord apologizes for these error.
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Colophon
The Cord is the official student newspaper o the Wilfrid Laurier
University community.
Started in 1926 as the College Cord, The Cord is an editorially independent newspaper published by Wilfrid Laurier University Student
Publications, Waterloo, a corporation without share capital. WLUSP
is governed by its board of directors.

Opinions expressed within The Cord are those of the author and
do not necessarily refl ect those of the editorial board, The Cord,
WLUSP, WLU or CanWeb Printing Inc. All content appearing in The
Cord bears the copyright expressly of their creator(s) and may not be
used without written consent.
The Cord is created using Macintosh computers running Mac OS
X 10.5 using Adobe Creative Suite 4. Canon cameras are used for
principal photography.

“Catwoman, because
everyone wears tight
clothing here.”
–Patricia Chang
Third-year psychology

The Cord has been a proud member of the
Ontario Press Council since 2006. Any unsatisfi
ed complaints can be sent to the council at info@
ontpress.com.
The Cord’s circulation for a normal Wednesday issue is 8,000 copies
and enjoys a readership of over 10,000. Cord subscription rates are
$20.00 per term for addresses within Canada.
The Cord has been a proud member of the Canadian
University Press (CUP)since 2004.
Campus Plus is The Cord’s national advertising
agency.

Preamble to The Cord
constitution
The Cord will keep faith with its readers by presenting news and
expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately and fairly. The
Cord believes in a balanced and impartial presentation of all relevant
facts in a news report, and of all substantial opinions in a matter
of controversy.
The staff of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical
conventions of journalism. When an error of omission or of commission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged promptly.
When statements are made that are critical of an individual, or an
organization, we shall give those affected the opportunity to reply
at the earliest time possible. Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and consequently conflicts of interest and the appearance of
conflicts of interest will be avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world around it,
and so The Cord will attempt to cover its world with a special focus
on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of KitchenerWaterloo, and with a special ear to the concerns of the students of
Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The Cord will be bound by
neither philosophy nor geography in its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of
the press and freedom of speech. This obligation
is best fulfi lled when debate and dissent are
encouraged, both in the internal workings of the
paper, and through The Cord’s contact with the
student body.

“Laurier’s like Superman.
The coolest superhero I
can think of.”
–Josh Johnston
Second-year kinesiology

CANADIAN

The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, COMMUNITY
with fear of neither repercussions, nor retaliation. NEWSPAPER
The purpose of the student press is to act as an
agent of social awareness, and so shall conduct the AWARD 2011
affairs of our newspaper.
Quote of the week:
“I’m having a booby crisis.”
–Taylor Gayowsky, Graphics Editor, on drawing cleavage

Compiled by Katie Flood
Photos by Kate Turner
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Onabolu looks ahead
justin smirlies
campus news editor
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Michael Onabolu is swarmed by his supporters after being named
WLUSU’s new president and CEO for the 2012-13 year.

After an emotional win on Thursday
night, Michael Onabolu, next year’s
Wilfrid Laurier University Students’
Union president and CEO, plans to
make sure that he is well prepared
for role when he officially steps into
the presidential shoes on May 1.
“I don’t want to have any disorganization going into the role,” said
Onabolu, still in awe that he was
elected. “When I heard the results
on Thursday, it was kind of like, it
was unbelievable, and that’s really
what it was.”
The election results were announced Thursday night at Wilf’s in
Waterloo. After three weeks of extensive campaigning, Onabolu, with
52.4 per cent of the vote, followed
by Jenny Solda in second and Nolan
Kreis, the only Brantford candidate,
in third.
“The 52 per cent who voted to
say that ‘I approve of your platform,
your vision and your direction,’ it
says to me that these people want
to see these changes happen,” continued Onabolu. “To have that much
voter confidence I really wouldn’t
want to squander that; I wouldn’t
want to let people down and let myself down.”
As for the other two who ran in
the presidential election, they wish
the best of luck to Onabolu.
“My campaign team worked extremely hard and we brought forward the campaign that we wanted

to bring forward and I’m happy for
Mike,” said Solda on election night.
Kreis also had favourable comments for his opponent in the
election.
“I think he did really well, I think
he ran a very good and effective
campaign and I’m a little bit disappointed that I didn’t win, but I’m
glad he did,” he said.
While he may be graduating this
year, Kreis hopes to continue working with WLUSU, hoping to get a
vice president position. When asked
what he would have done differently if he were to run again, Kries
said, “On the Brantford side I probably wouldn’t have done anything
different.
“But on the social media aspect
and on the Waterloo campus for
sure,” he added, noting that he could
have a campaign team in Waterloo.
From now until May, Onabolu
hopes to meet with the current president of WLUSU, Nick Gibson, and
the board-elect so that he knows
he’s in a comfortable position. “I
would like to meet a lot with Nick,
you know understand where things
are at now and then also meet with
the VPs,” added Onabolu. “Start
forging those relationships.”
In addition, Onabolu highlighted
student mental health as one of the
main issues, hoping to bring some
more ease and relief to students
next year. From his own experiences as well, Onabolu hopes that
students ask for help and try not
to overwhelm themselves where

Breaking
down
turnout

Six females
elected to
board
marcie foster
lead reporter

Number of voters
drops slightly
justin smirlies
campus news editor

Though the figure may have not
been as large as last year, students at
Wilfrid Laurier University still voted
in strong numbers for the Wilfrid
Laurier University Students’ Union
(WLUSU) presidential and board of
directors election. Approximately
31.7 per cent, or about 5,050 students, participated in the election
– down about five per cent from last
year.
Laurier did welcome a larger
number of students for the 2011-12
year, but despite being its second
year online, the election still suffered a slight dip in voter turnout.
“I think there’s always a novelty
when you initially switch to online
elections, and this year that novelty
wore off a little bit,” explained Chris
Walker, the chief governance officer of WLUSU. “So you’re naturally
going to see a little bit of a drop,
but comparing us to other universities we’re still extremely high in the
amount of students we have voting.”
“It was, overall, a success,” Walker
said, adding that most universities,
from what he hears, are typically
in between 10-20 per cent in voter turnout. Compared to previous
years, this year’s election in terms of
turnout was still high.
For the 2009-10 election, the last
year of paper ballots, only 15 per
cent of students voted.
When the election campaigns
kicked off around three weeks ago,
Jesse Finn, WLUSU’s chief returning
officer during the election period,
aimed to have voter turnout reach
the 40 per cent mark – something he

assistance is available.
“I’d say my number one issue is
overall student success. I think that
mental health is a central piece to
that, but it’s not the only piece,”
Onabolu explained. “I think that
students get stressed if they can’t
find any quality study space to utilize on campus, if they don’t feel safe
and comfortable in your environment I think that impacts your mental health.”
Since first year, Onabolu had it
in the back of his head that it would
be “cool” to be president, but after
learning from previous presidents,
such as Laura Sheridan and Kyle
Walker and participating in many
different campus activities, he finally decided to attempt it this year.
“She’s [Sheridan] so kind and
someone I kind of want to emulate
myself after, and Kyle Walker, I was
on his campaign team and just seeing all the passion he was bringing
forward,” said Onabolu.
“The amount of care and love
that he had for the school was what
I really drawn to, and how much
thought he put into what he wanted
to do.”
Now that the campaign is done,
Onabolu said that he finally had
some time to rest, but the work isn’t
far from being done. Student input
is something he hopes to increase
next year.
“But generally, I would like to just
thank the students, please continue
to hold me accountable and please
question me every term,” he added.

stephanie truong graphics artist

felt was a bit over ambitious.
“Evidently it was not really realistic in the current sense because I
think we had about 31 and a half,”
said Finn.
“So, we reassessed and I was actually happy with the turnout because I didn’t think it would be that
high. But the elections team really
went at it during election days and
that’s why we did see the number of
votes that we did have.”
Finn also noted that, since he was
able to track the voting in real time,
the first day of the voting period was
approximately 1,000 votes less than
last years. While it worried Finn at
first, the voting picked up substantially the following day.
“Considering that we narrowed
the gap to 250 [between this year
and last year’s number], that’s why I
was happy,” he continued. “Because
if we were 1,000 votes shorter than
the year before that, I think would
have definitely put it up in the ‘failure’ category.”
This year’s election, as

demonstrated in the breakdown of
the results, did experience higher
numbers for certain categories,
most notably business students and
students from Laurier Brantford.
With two directors being elected
and with one student who ran for
president, Brantford students explicitly showed their support.
“There’s a couple hundred more
votes from there [Brantford] and
most of which voted for Brantford
candidates, and that’s perfectly fine.
It’s nice to see that they’re getting
engaged in the political process,”
Walker explained.
“If they are upset with how the
organization is currently going, one
of the many ways to get involved is
to actually vote and have their voice
heard that way.”
The School of Business and Economics Students’ Society (SBESS)
decided to couple with the WLUSU
election so business students at
Laurier can vote for both elections
on the same ballot. As a result, business students out of all the faculties

had the most number of votes.
This may have had an impact on
which candidates they chose for the
WLUSU election.
“I guess, in a sense, a business
student would go on to vote for
SBESS and say, ‘Hey, look, Mike and
Jenny, I have classes with these people maybe I should check them out,”
said Finn.
“I don’t know if it worked in their
favour.”
While they may have not reached
their goal of 40 per cent turnout,
both Walker and Finn applauded the
work of the campaign and election
teams.
To ensure things go a bit more
smoother next year, Walker hopes
to make a recommendation to the
board that the hiring for the temporary chief returning officer, which
occurs in December, happens
sooner.
“It wasn’t quite where we wanted
it to be, but we’re still very proud of
what we were able to accomplish,”
concluded Walker.

This year, six female board members
were elected to the Wilfrid Laurier
University Students’ Union board of
directors, bringing a new perspective to a typically male-dominated
board. Jenny Solda was the only
director on the board 2011-2012.
Deanna Sim, an executive for Laurier Off-Campus University Students (LOCUS), was excited to be
representing the female population
of Laurier.
“If you care about equality and
have an open mind, everyone should
consider themselves a feminist,” she
said. “Regardless I’d like to think we
were all elected based on our platforms.” Sim will be joined by Kate
Stephenson, Alicia Appleby, Jennifer
Taborowski, Hannah Lee and Jazz
Clement.
“After some soul searching and a
lot of digging, it was a last minute
decision to apply to the board of directors,” said Stephenson.
Appleby and Taborowski are both
Laurier Brantford students. There
was not a student from the Brantford campus on the board in 201112. Due to a referendum passed on
Thursday, every new board to come
will require at least two members
from Brantford campus.
“With the dissolution of the BCC
[Brantford Campus Council], it’s really great that Brantford is finally
getting a voice. It’s a great next step,
and even more amazing that they
weren’t [acclaimed],” said Stephenson. The rest of the 2012-13 board
of directors (in order of vote totals):
Jon Pryce, Seth Warren, Jordan Epstein, Scott Fleming, Matt Casselman, Caleb Okwubido, Jeff Vincent,
Ryan Neufeld, Sebastian Dudek.
For full coveage from election night visit

thecord.ca
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First years a ‘priority in the faculty of arts’
—cover

Students in business and economics faired better last semester
than those in the arts, but the percentage of students below a 5.0 rose
from 9.2 per cent last year to 9.8 per
cent this year.
Business students need to maintain a 7.0 GPA to stay in their program. William Banks, the acting
dean of the School of Business
and Economics, stated that the 9.8
per cent of students below a 5.0 is
normal.
“I would be upset if it climbed
much over ten per cent,” he stated.
Science students remain in the
middle, with 25.4 per cent below a
5.0 GPA. Dean of science, Paul Jessop, also agreed this figure is normal, but still higher than the faculty
would like.
Carroll, Banks and Jessop all
agreed that the performance of first
year students correlates with the entrance averages for their respective
faculties.
“The lower your high school
grades, the more likely you are to
end up in this situation,” explained
Carroll.
Ray Darling, WLU’s registrar,
echoed Carroll’s statement, “There
is no question there is a correlation
there between your high school average and your GPA at university.”
Darling also explained that entrance averages have been lowered
in past years due to supply and demand, as well as financial reasons.
With more students leaving high

school, universities have to start
making room for them.
“The cut-off itself has gotten lower in the last two years compared to
where it would have been ten years
ago,” said Darling.
The cut-off average for first years
entering arts in September was 72
per cent, whereas BBA students
were cut off at 86 per cent. Jessop
explained that the cut-off for science
depends on what program students
are applying to, with the lowest being 74 per cent.
In an attempt to lower the number of struggling students, the arts
department made the decision to
raise the entrance cut-off average to
74 per cent.
“The concern with the first-year
experience has become a priority in
the faculty of arts,” added Carroll.
He also explained many new initiatives the faculty is taking to ensure student success within arts.
Peer mentoring programs, such as
BOOST mentoring program, will
continue to run, but new programs,
such as first-year seminars and
learning communities within residence, are completely new.
Carroll explained there is “large
literature which suggests that these
[programs] have a great effect, not
just in the class itself, but in subsequent classes [on the students].”
Carroll also stated the arts department is launching a new program next year: Laurier Arts Scholars. “It’s a program designed to attract high achieving students,” he
explained. “It won’t make Laurier

“The cut-off [average]
itself has gotten lower in
the last two years compared to where it would
have been ten years ago.”
—Ray Darling, WLU registrar

unique, but it’s never existed here
before until now.”
Banks stated there aren’t many
tutoring programs for BBA students,
because there are very few who are
struggling.
“Business students are set up for
success,” he explained. “It’s [a result]
of outstanding students coming into
the program, and they’re outstanding in the sense that they’re already
driven to succeed.”
Jessop explained there are efforts being made to help students
within science succeed, especially
those taking required math courses.
“When math is a required course,
[students] tend to struggle.”
To help struggling students with
math, extra labs and tutoring sessions are offered, as well as remedial
summer courses.
Each dean and the academic advisor for arts, Julie Pong, all believe

LENA YANG GRAPHICS ARTIST

that students are not struggling
based on academics alone.
“Every student is different,” explained Pong. “They all have different situations [and] it is mostly
about figuring out a plan of action
for each student.”
Jessop identified a variety of reasons students may be struggling,

including homesickness, not caring
enough, or just too much socializing.
Despite the reason, Pong advises
struggling students to recognize
when they need help.
“There are so many people on this
campus that want to help students
[succeed].”

Promoting disability
awareness on campus
Accessibility Awareness week informs
students, faculty about special needs
MARISSA EVANS
STAFF WRITER

ERIN SCHUT STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Alcantara recently published a book that was shortlisted for the 2010-11 Donner Book Prize.

Research profile: Dr. Alcantara
ELIZABETH DICESARE
STAFF WRITER

Wilfrid Laurier University professor Christopher Alcantara recently
received a standard research grant
from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, which
will allow him to conduct research
in his field of political science for the
next two years.
Alcantara explained that this research project, which is being done
with his colleague, Jen Nelles, concerns governmental relations between First Nations and municipalities, and indigenous and non-indigenous peoples.
“Everyone has ignored the relationship between First Nations and
municipalities,” stated Alcantara.
“No one had written on [this subject
before] or understood how important [municipal agreements] were
... there is a real lack of information ... I thought this would be an

opportunity for myself and my colleague to fill that gap.”
Some types of municipal agreements being examined concern garbage removal, communication protocol and sharing parks. Alcantara
hopes to find out what other types
of agreements have been made, how
they began, why some have been
signed while others haven’t and
what their outcomes produce.
Right now, phone calls are being
made to every municipality in Saskatchewan, Ontario, Nova Scotia
and the Yukon to find out what types
of agreements have been made.
“We’re building a database of
agreements ... of all the agreements
that exist in these provinces and one
territory, and hopefully across Canada,” explained Alcantara.
Afterwards, fieldwork will be
done. Interviews will take place to
find out how certain agreements are
affecting both indigenous and nonindigenous peoples living in these

municipalities.
“We want to give a better insight
into the relationship between indigenous and non-indigenous peoples
in Canada,” explained Alcantara.
“We want to help policy makers and
politicians in municipal and First
Nations communities to understand
some of the factors that can generate agreements ... and understand
how these agreements affect their
communities.”
Alcantara also recently published
a book, Beyond The Indian Act: Restoring Aboriginal Property Rights, which
was shortlisted for the 2010-2011
Donner Book Prize. It examines
property right laws concerning Aboriginal peoples, and essentially
argues that their original property
rights need to be restored.
“The legislation [should] allow First Nations these simple
property rights; the same property
rights [enjoyed] off reserves,” stated
Alcantara.

The constant ebb of students flowing through the Wilfrid Laurier University Concourse on a daily basis made it a prime location for the
WLU Accessible Learning team to
station themselves on Feb. 1 and 2
for their Accessibility Awareness
Week event.
Held annually, the event is meant
to promote disability awareness on
campus.
“We want to educate the community about the supports that we
provide from within the [Accessible
Learning] Centre, but we invite a
number of community providers to
come in as well,” explained Gwen
Page, the manager of accessible
learning at Laurier.
A “Barrier Busting” event was
held on the first day, an idea coined
by David Lepofsky, the chair of the
Accessibility for Ontarians with
Disabilities Act (AODA) Alliance.
Accessible Learning decided to host
their own as well as had representatives from different areas of the
university situate themselves in the
concourse to respond to questions
and concerns.
Page outlined the event, saying,
“You’re inviting the community to
have a look at their surroundings
and trying to identify barriers that
would prevent a person with a disability from fully participating within the community.”
This ranges from physical disabilities to communication barriers
to stigmas.
She added how they had students
record all of their input on large
pieces of mural paper, providing

“We want to educate the
community about the
supports that we provide
[...]”

—Gwen Page, accessible learning
centre manager

Accessible Learning with a record of
the issues they were being presented
with. Page has a positive outlook
about the student response, admitting that many students came forward with some great ideas.
“Right now I’m at a stage of trying to compile all the feedback,” she
explained. “And then I’m going to
forward it to the accessibility committee to have a look at it.”
From here the committee will discuss plans to make changes.
Overall, Page said she was happy
with how the event transpired.
“Our peer helper team here at Accessible Learning were instrumental
in pulling together the event itself,”
praised Page, as the team even engaged in a flash mob to promote it.
“I think we had so much support from the services on campus.
They’re willing to hear and listen
to the feedback,” she added. “And I
think that speaks volumes in terms
of creating an accessible form of
communication.”
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Going to prison
Social work students see the realities of
prison for the Inside-Out program
amy grief
staff writer

Last semester, 17 Wilfrid Laurier
University social work students took
part in the Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program — an innovative
experiential learning project allowing university students and incarcerated peoples to take universitylevel classes together.
Each week the “outside,” or university students, would travel to the
Grand Valley Institute for Women,
a federal correctional facility located in Kitchener, to complete one
of their required courses (Diversity, Marginalization and Oppression) with incarcerated, or “insider”
students.
“Almost immediately it would
disappear from my mind that we
were even in a prison; just in a
classroom like anywhere else,” said
participant and masters of social
work student, Randell Duguid.
“It could have been anywhere. We
were just a group of women sitting
around and chatting about our lives
and chatting about our course.”
Pioneered in the United States,
the Inside-Out Prison Exchange
Program was brought to Canada
by University of Toronto professor
Simone Davis.
Laurier social work professor,
Shoshana Pollack. an expert in the
area of women and imprisonment,
was approached by Davis, and was
asked to implement the program at
Laurier. One of the first institutions
to initiate a collaborative project of
this kind, Pollack was overwhelmed
by the positive response from both
the Laurier and Grand Valley Institute administrations.
“One of the important aspects
of this program is the tremendous
support I have received from Laurier
and from Grand Valley Institution
in allowing me to develop this. It’s a
very unique kind of collaboration,”
said Pollack.

For faculty of social work students, Inside-Out proved invaluable
as it took them out of the traditional
classroom setting and placed them
directly into the community.
“It was a really good lesson I suppose in learning to be with instead of
work at people .... In that classroom
we were all equals, we were all students and we were trying to work
through and discuss and analyze issues that applied to all of us and the
world in general,” said Duguid.
A mutually beneficial program,
Inside-Out not only enhanced the
learning experiences of “outside”
students, but also gave “inside” students access to a university education— an opportunity rarely available to them.
Touted as “wildly successful,” the
Laurier Inside-Out program initiated the creation of the Grand Valley
Institute Think-Tank, a joint venture
between Pollack and the participating “inside” and “outside” students. The Think-Tank meets twice
a month and hopes to both increase
the Inside-Out movement in Canada and to shift the ways in which
Canadians think about incarcerated
peoples and the criminal justice
system.
Still in its burgeoning stage in
Canada, the program was recently
launched at the undergraduate level
at Ryerson University. Noticing the
potential benefits of the program,
Pollack hopes to also expand it at
Laurier to include students at the
undergraduate level.
“It’s transformative,” she said.
“To go inside a prison and be
confronted by all the various stereotypes and misunderstandings
that we have from the entertainment business, from TV, from media
and to have those stereotypes completely exploded .... They’re not people that you’re helping, they’re not
people that you’re studying; they’re
simply classmates.”

SBESS elect president
for 2012-13 term
samantha kellerman
staff writer

Along with last week’s Wilfrid Laurier University Students’ Union
(WLUSU) presidential election
where students selected Michael
Onabolu president for the 20122013 year, the School of Business
and Economics students voted an
additional time to select Sarina
Bruni as the president of the School
of Business & Economics Students’
Society (SBESS) for the same year.
Bruni currently holds the title of
executive vice president of academic
affairs on the SBESS board. Since
its inception in 2008, SBESS has
had three presidents, but this is the
first one that had to go through an
election process. The last two were
acclaimed.
The SBESS oversees the university’s business clubs, offering services
including a mentor program for first
years and runs many events including a special orientation day during
O-Week for business and economics
students, the Snow Ball and 5 Days
for the Homeless.
For this year’s SBESS presidential
election, a little over 1,500 students
turned in their vote, representing
close to 30 per cent of the SBE student body.
Dragana Savic, the current SBESS
president, said, “I’m pretty sure it
was a huge increase from last year,
showing that people are realizing
that this is important and does directly impact their lives [at Laurier].”

Bruni has been involved with the
SBESS for three years and responded with, “I was ecstatic” when asked
how she reacted to winning the position for next year.
“[I’m] looking forward to seeing SBESS evolve and grow,” Bruni
added.
Savic has no doubts about how
her successor will handle the role.
“Sarina is what I define as a leader, someone who can interact with
and motivate people,” she said. “She
will take the organization to the next
level.”
For the upcoming year, Bruni has
a few ideas on how she plans to add
value to the organization. For her,
the first step is to “stop providing
students with what we think they
want, and start providing them with
what they do want.”
She also added that it is all about
creating more value for the student
dollar and helping students evolve.
“[I want to] implement better
communication for students with
SBESS to get their voices heard,”
continued Bruni.
According to Savic and Bruni, the
organization has truly grown and
can only continue to grow. Savic remembered when “O-Day was held
in the DAWB parking lot in a tent
because it was a small event.”
Today, it involves over 500 people. Meanwhile, Bruni added, “The
SBESS can be a role model to other
universities’ business societies.”

photo contributed by David Patterson

Col. Patterson with two Afghan colleagues at the airfield in Tarin Kowt on the way to Daikundi.

‘Into the surge’: Colonel shares story
nick lachance
photography manager

During the 2010 troop surge in Afghanistan, the number of international forces in the southern regions of the country grew from 70 to
100,000. In Kandahar and Helmand
provinces, where the heaviest fighting with the Taliban was taking
place, the numbers of available soldiers shifted from 15, 000 to almost
60,000 troops.
“What does that allow you to do?”
Colonel David Patterson, of the Canadian forces, proposed last Thursday evening at the Laurier Center
for Military Strategic and Disarmament Studies (LCMSDS) at Wilfrid
Laurier University. The answer: stay
once the Taliban have been driven
out of an area, strengthen relationships with local leaders and vastly
improve the capability of Afghans to
take control of their own security.
Colonel Patterson brings a unique
perspective to recent events in
Afghanistan.
Having served in Kandahar province from Oct. 2010 to 2011, he was
part of a headquarters company
assigned to work directly with the
newly arrived United States 10th
Mountain Division. Part of Regional
Command South, they had responsibility over four provinces, Kandahar, Helmand, Uruzgan and Zabul.
By also being part of a mentoring

program, Colonel Patterson ran a
UN funded emergency call center,
the first of its kind outside of Kandahar city.
A system of “tip lines” already
existed across Afghanistan allowed
citizens to report on insurgent activity, but this project sought to be
something more. Responsible for
all of Regional Command South,
they fielded thousands of calls each
month.
“The challenge for the Afghans
was they wanted to make it free.
The problem with that is it gets
overused,” Patterson explained.
“We would get thousands of calls a
month, of which 90 per cent of them
were harassing against the operators. But if we did get an emergency
call we would report to the proper, usually police organization, we
could coordinate with the army, but
most of the calls went to the police.”
This marks an important watershed for Afghanistan’s transition towards peace. To date, the
Afghan National Army has been
the first, and only responder to any
emergency.
Colonel Patterson explained the
desire to create a professional, legitimate Afghan police force, which
would take over civil protection from
the National Army.
This shift in focus has already
proven beneficial. On May 7, 2011,
when Kandahar City was attacked

by Taliban forces, it was the police,
not international troops who handled the threat.
Patterson stressed one of the
most important things necessary
to move forward was governmental
legitimacy.
“There’s a lot of effort being put
into institutional organization, setting up things like police… but people don’t see that on a daily basis,
but they see the billboards for the
call centre,” he added.
However, simply seeing is not
believing, a tangible element is necessary for the call centers to have an
impact, “The challenge is to make
sure something happens when they
[Afghan’s] call. A policeman shows
up and asks some questions… if
nothing happens then people quickly lose faith.”
Reflecting on his time in Afghanistan, Patterson emphasized how
positive his work with the Afghan
police force had been. He added it
was not without its challenges.
“We had a lot of reports of police misconduct [at the call centre],
people saying I got shaken down at
a checkpoint, so we would pass that
on to the Afghan police and their
mentors. We were there at the very
beginning, and they had a long way
to develop, but the intent was to roll
these out across all the regions of
Afghanistan eventually,” Patterson
said.
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Waterloo’s budget under review
For Councillor and long-time city
contributor Mark Whaley, this is
more than a change in focus – it’s
the beginning of a new era.
“Right now we’re going into a
brand new era and it’s the postbuilding era at the city of Waterloo
… what I’m calling the era of the
caretaker,” he explained.
Whaley went on to explain that
large investments, such as the rebuilding of Uptown Waterloo and
the development of projects like the
Centre for International Governance
Innovation (CIGI) and Perimeter
Institute, which defined both his
early career as a councillor and previous budget priorities, should no
longer be the expectation.
Whaley expects that efforts to pay
down deficits at federal and provincial levels will be mirrored municipally, leading to constraints on budgets and reduction in services.
“We’re going to be just focusing
on how to pay down infrastructure
debt and how we’re going to maintain the quality of services we have
provided to the citizens today,” he
acknowledged. “If in the future we’re
lucky enough to merely maintain
these services it will be a miracle.”
“Back to basics. That’s the new
buzzword for the future with respect
to governance.”
In spite of these expectations,
Whaley anticipates that investment
by developers in Waterloo’s core will

“Right now we’re going into a new era and it’s the
post-building era at the city of Waterloo.”

create ongoing change and infrastructure development in line with
plans for intensification.
Proximity of the universities to
areas of intensification means that
development directly impacts students. While many will move on
from the city post-graduation, being informed about budgeting and
planning for the duration remains
important.
“I think that gets them involved,
and what a great way for students to
learn and for city folk to learn from
students and … to engage them and
maybe encourage them to stay on
here,” said Vieth.
Halloran reiterated, “I think if
you come to a community, and
you’re here for four years, it really
is important to become engaged in
what’s happening around you, and
that’s just being a good citizen.”
Intensification through building
up, not out was a key theme emphasized by each of the city representatives, as Waterloo has now reached
the limits of its urban sprawl.
There was also consensus that the

Proposed property tax
increase 2012

$122 million

Private partner to take on
LRT construction

$148.1 million
Proposed operating budget
2012

$156.4 million

—Mark Whaley, city councillor
city had engaged in sufficient preparation for anticipated growth and
change.
“A tremendous amount of work
has been done in terms of creating
the planning documents that will
frame a long-term vision for the
city,” said councillor Diane Freeman.
“We’re leading the pack for a lot of
cities in urban intensification,” said
Halloran.
“If you look at the developments
that are happening just within a
couple of blocks within our Uptown
core and around the universities,
you see our whole cityscape is dotted with building cranes.”
Questions or concerns about the
budget can be directed toward the
mayor and councillors, while people
are also encouraged to take a look
at “Budget Facts 2012,” which can
be found on the City of Waterloo
website.
The final operating and capital
budget will be released early next
week.

Kitchener man to plead
guilty to manslaughter

A local man charged with seconddegree murder last year in the death
of his four-year-old stepdaughter
will plead guilty to a reduced charge
of manslaughter.
According Robert Boettger’s lawyer, Tom Brock, the accused was
babysitting Rayna Gagne in a Cambridge townhouse he shared with
the child’s mother and two other
children on Feb. 3, 2011.
According to Boettger’s lawyer,
the girl’s pants were down around
her ankles (she was wearing underwear), then she lost her balance during the spanking and hit her head
against the bottom stair of a ladder
attached to a bed. Brock was quoted
by the Record saying that she vomited and then choked on her vomit,
which led to respiratory arrest. She
was taken unconscious to Cambridge Memorial Hospital, then airlifted to Hamilton. She was declared
brain-dead two days later.
–Compiled by Amanda Steiner

City councillors discuss the upcoming budget for the City of Waterloo, which will see
a tax hike of 2.16 per cent due to increases in property tax and storm water fees
—cover

K-W in brief

Proposed operating budget
2014

1.09%

Proposed capital budget
2012-14

2.16%
Proposed tax hike 2012

$229 million
Budget forcast 2015-2021

13565 Fashion Mgmt & Promotions - Campus Plus 1/30/12 4:13 PM Page 1

Follow us @cordnews

Waterloo Regional council voted
8-1 on Tuesday in favour of working
with a private partner for the construction light rail transit.
Councillor Jean Haalboom, who
was concerned about the risks involved in trusting a public endeavour to a for-profit company, was the
sole vote in opposition.
The partner who is selected will
also be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the system.
Those in favour suggested that a private partner would provide more efficient and cost-effective results.
Interested enterprises will be
given the opportunity to place bids,
which will be considered by local
politicians.
Rail transit is scheduled to begin
operations in 2017.
–Compiled by Lindsay Purchase
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New vision needs more time
JUSTIN FAUTEUX
NEWS DIRECTOR

NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Region plans to
increase bus fare
UPASS for students could possibly be
raised later on during the semester
AMANDA STEINER
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

Students could be facing a hike in
Grand River Transit fare sometime
this semester or early next term.
According to the Waterloo Region
Record, future student bus passes
could increase by 23 per cent. However, Graham Vincent, director of
transportation planning for the Region of Waterloo says this is not an
official number.
“We’re still in negotiations so I
really can’t comment on what that
increase will be,” Vincent said.
“We’re confident that we’ll be able
to reach an agreement with the
students.”
Negotiations between the University of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier
University and the Region have been
ongoing, discussing these potential increases. “We certainly value
the partnerships we have with the
students,” Vincent explained. “We
think that there have been some
benefits for all involved. What we’re
trying to do is balance affordability
for the students versus the long term
sustainability of the program.”
Since 2005 the Region has introduced approximately 100,000 service hours-that is related primarily to the universities, according to
Vincent. In turn, those hours create
a cost of about $9 million annually to operate and maintain those
busses.
“We’ve had to increase service
fairly substantially since the program began to accommodate the
students,” Vincent said. “And we’re
still working on it. There are some
proposals for 2013 to provide an express service along University Avenue so there’s still more service
that we’re implementing. So that’s

part of the balance that we’re trying
to reach.” As well, Vincent explained
that the passes would still be effective through the summer months.
“I’m not here in the summer, so
I guess it’s pointless for someone
who doesn’t stay in Waterloo the
whole time,” commented Peter Wellington, a fourth-year English major
at Laurier. “But I guess I’d pay the
[increase], I use the bus all the time.”
In terms of the program itself, the
fee is still one of the least expensive
UPASS programs in Ontario. For
example, in Guelph bus passes cost
approximately $86 a semester, compared to the UW and WLU passes
that cost about $60.
“I have my own car,” said Amanda
Baxter, a second-year student at
the University of Waterloo. “So no, I
wouldn’t be too pleased. I don’t use
my pass now anyways, why should I
pay more?”
According to Vincent, the fare increase would be to help sustain the
program that the Region has already
put in place. “It is also important
to recognize,” he continued, “That
there’s more service that’s going to
be coming as well.
“The benefits for the students,”
Vincent said, “Are a relatively inexpensive UPASS and a way to get
around the community, The service
that we’re providing [comes with]
the improvements we’ve made. For
example,” he continued. “This year
with the iXpress, we’ve increased
the service from 15 to ten minutes,
and we’ve made other improvements to routes along the ways as
well. “We’re increasing the quality
and frequency of the service so there
certainly is a benefit there to the
student community.”
Negotiations are slated to conclude by the end of March.
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There may be a few less construction crews in Northdale this spring.
A committee undertaking a land
use study of the troubled student
neighbourhood, bordered by King
Street, University Avenue, Philip
Street and Columbia Street will be
going to Waterloo city council later
this month and asking for a pause
on new development until the study
is either approved or denied by
council in May or June of this year.
“With the kind of development
that’s going up, we really feel is adverse to the achievement of this
vision, it’s going to be extremely
challenging to actually succeed in
responding to the plan when it’s
brought forward by the consultant
and hopefully approved,” said David
McMurray, vice president of student
affairs at Wilfrid Laurier University,
who sits on the Northdale Special
Projects Committee (NSPC) that is
carrying out the study on the contentious area.
For the past year, the NSPC,
which is made up of landlords, representatives of both WLU and the
University of Waterloo has been carrying out the Northdale Land Use
Study, which is designed to find the
best way to shape the neighbourhood over the next 20 years. The
committee has been working with
an outside consulting firm and in
November the vision for the rest of
the land use study was unveiled.
Since then, the committee has
been taking steps to figure out how
they will go about achieving the vision presented to and approved by
council in November. This latest
motion to ask the city to halt development was brought forth by
McMurray and Chris Read, the university housing officer at UW and
unanimously approved.
“The reason we wanted this, and
the community as a whole endorsed
it, but in particular the student reps,
the biggest concern has been what
land use might be if development
that follows a pattern contrary to
it is allowed to happen,” said Sean
Madden, the vice president of university affairs for the Wilfrid Laurier

University Students’ Union and one
of the student representatives on the
committee.
“As a community we’re moving towards the idea that we don’t
like what’s called nodes and corridor development. You’re seeing this
massive development along Lester
and Philip and along University, just
along the major byways. People are
concerned it’s kind of blocking off
Northdale, segregating it from the
rest of the city.”
According to the committee, the
most problematic of the current developments in Northdale are the
five and six-person unit apartment
buildings that currently line Columbia, as well as the larger buildings
now dominating King.
The vision that council approved
in November calls for buildings that
are conducive to mixed-use development, that would enable retail
and commercial spaces combined
with residential buildings. The vision also calls for more green space,
something that, in the committee’s
eyes is not being accounted for in
the current development.
“It would be impossible to suddenly stop any development that’s
already underway, we wouldn’t want

to halt somebody that’s already invested quite a bit of money into development in this area,” said Chris
Peace, chair of the NSPC. “The motion itself is just a request that council investigate options for pausing
any development that would be
brought forth.”
“We’re not saying stop putting the
bricks on, it obviously doesn’t make
any sense to just leave a partially
constructed building unfinished,”
added McMurray.
The decision has been submitted
to the city and will likely be brought
forward at the Feb. 20 council
meeting.
Should council approve the motion, there will be no new developments in the area until May or
June, the committee is cognizant
of maintaining relationships with
developers.
“It’s not a huge amount of time to
halt things,” said Peace.
“There’s at least one or two developers that are in the committee and
they didn’t have any opposition to
it ... I think everyone that’s there is
excited about the process and about
what could potentially happen in
Northdale.”

NICK LACHANCE FILE PHOTO
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Students protest tuition prices despite grant
lindsay purchase
lead reporter

Students nation-wide rose up in
solidarity against rising tuition
costs and barriers to educational access on Feb. 1 in accordance with the
Canadian Federation of Students’
(CFS) National Day of Action.
For many in Ontario, concerns
surrounding lack of access to the
Liberal tuition grant were the driving motivation behind engagement
in protest.
“My opinion, certainly as a grad
student, I’m a little disappointed
because I don’t qualify for it and I’ve
been paying the ever-increasing
tuition fees every year, actually at
a higher per cent increase than undergraduate tuition fees increase,”
remarked University of Carleton
Graduate Student Associate president Elizabeth Whyte.
Whyte was one of the primary
facilitators in mobilizing graduate

students from Carleton who joined
with University of Ottawa protestors on Parliament Hill last Wednesday. “I would think that by wanting to address the financial barriers
of post secondary education it has
some value, but it’s doing it in the
wrong way,” she alledged. “It’s doing
it by picking and choosing between
students.”
Despite its limitations, the tuition grant remains a significant investment in education. According
to Ontario Undergraduate Student
Alliance (OUSA) president Sean
Madden, while the restrictions are
something worth addressing, there
are other options available for alleviation of financial stress.
“This isn’t the only form of student financial assistance in the
world, it’s, you know, one piece of
the puzzle,” noted Madden. “Mature
students or independent students
tend to be eligible for more financial
aid because the parental assessment

isn’t held against them.”
Critiques of the tuition grant in
some instances were indicative of
larger concerns about the financial
accessibility of education.
“While there’s immediate kind of
relieving of stress, this is the perpetual problem with post secondary
education advocacy,” acknowledged
Zachary Dayler, the national director of the Canadian Alliance of Student Associations (CASA). “We’re
getting these bandaid solutions and
no one’s really talking about the
larger picture.”
These larger problems are being
tackled through other platforms as
well, such as OUSA’s “New Framework for Affordable Higher Education,” submitted for consideration
to the Ontario Government this
month. Madden stated that regulations in regards to the way in which
tuition is charged also deserve attention, such as problematic flat fees
for tuition and a lack of consistency
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of tuition raises between programs.
Despite great numbers of students and supporters who participated in the Day of Action, the effectiveness of protest as an effective
method for change remains contested. Despite being involved in the
past, Justin Campbell, a third-year
student and councillor on the Carleton University Student Association, was skeptical of the impact the
Day of Action will have on policy.
“The more I took the time to read
into it and that kind of stuff, the
more I found fault with it because I
kind of watched the same display go
on every single year, and I’ve only
seen my tuition and my fees go up,
not down,” said Campbell.
“If we want to make change, we
have to kind of engage the people
who are making the decisions, and
we have to try to make it known to
them what our views are,” he continued. “And we have to do it in a
way that actually connects with

them.”
Campbell believes letter writing
to MPPs is a more effective method
for addressing these types of issues.
Dayler added, “I think protests have
its limits, and the extent to which it
can accomplish things, especially
related to tuition. We look to get
meetings with MPs and senators
and decision makers, we look to testify before federal committees because we believe that’s a more effective approach for our membership.”
Conversely, Carol Davison, a professor at the University of Windsor,
felt that the potential of protest was
actually underutilized. Davison cancelled an exam in order to participate in her school’s rally and march.
“I feel very strongly that in fact all
my colleagues and the administration should have been out on that
march that day,” she said. “I was a
bit upset actually about the complacency and the lack of support shown
toward the students that day.”

Canada in brief
Toronto lawyer could be son
of John Diefenbaker

Toronto based legal consultant
John Dryden could be the son of the
late Canadian prime minister John
Diefenbaker.
Dryden alleges that his mother
had an affair with Diefenbaker some
four decades ago. He has been approached by a Utah-based company
that specialized in advanced DNA
collection approaches after his attempts at securing DNA samples
from some of Diefenbaker’s belongings were thwarted. Dryden also
claims that he was approached by a
medical professional who told him
that Diefenbaker’s brain was actually extracted and preserved after
his death. Dryden says he is not in
the pursuit of any money, and that
he just wants to know who his real
father is.

Pickton inquiry and coverup allegations

Tensions ran high as Inquiry Commissioner Willy Oppal denied allegations of a police ‘cover-up’ in
regards to the specifics of the Robert
Pickton investigation.
The Pickton investigation ran
from 1997-2002, at which point
Pickton was finally arrested. He
stood on trial for six counts of firstdegree murder. Some of the controversies outlined include a ‘crime
novel’ that was planned to be published in 2003 based on the investigation by Det. Const. Shehner, who

was the Vancouver Police Department’s Lead missing women investigator at the time. During this most
recent inquiry Cameron Ward, the
representative of the families of 23
missing and murdered women, reiterated his position that there is a
cover-up in progress in light of the
police’s interests, and walked out of
the hearing and did not return for
the remainder of the morning.

EMD facility in London
closes

U.S. industrial giant Caterpillar decided to close its recently purchased
Canadian subsidiary, Electro-Motive Diesel located in London, Ont.
Electro-Motive Canada locked out
workers after they rejected proposed pay cuts. Caterpillar cited the
‘uncompetitive’ labour costs in the
London branch as the reason for the
shut down.
The McGuinty government continues to urge Caterpillar to table a
more reasonable offer, while making comments on the necessity to
review the Foreign Investment Act.
“The Harper government has acknowledged the need for change but
hasn’t done anything about it,” McGuinty told the Oakville Chamber
of Commerce. However, it is worth
mentioning that the company was
never Canadian owned, but was
simply a Canadian branch of an Illinois-based company that opened
the London branch in the 1950s.
–Compiled by Ravi Balakrishnan
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Women’s health debated
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On Feb. 6 Kitchener Centre MP Stephen Woodworth filed a motion
with the clerk of the House of Commons asking Parliament to look over
the Canadian definition of what it
means to be a human being in what
many saw as an attempt to reignite the abortion debate and change
abortion regulations in Canada.
Also recently, Ontario’s health
minister Deb Matthews was considering removing abortions from
Ontario Health Insurance Plan coverage, but decided that they should
not de-fund abortion.
According to Joyce Arthur, executive director for Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada, all provinces and
territories have deemed abortion to
be a medically required service.
Therefore, it must be funded under the Canada Health Act regardless of whether it’s preformed in
hospitals or clinics.
However, Alissa Golobe, youth
co-ordinator for Campaign Life Coalition (CLC) said that, “Under our
Canada Health Act it states that
procedures that should be covered
are ones that are medically necessary for the purpose for maintaining
health, preventing disease or diagnosing or treating an injury.
“Pregnancy isn’t a disease, illness or an injury,” Golobe continued. “And it doesn’t improve health.
There’s a study that has come out
that shows it does quite the opposite. It disrupts the normal psychological process as well as ends the
life of a developing child.”
On the other hand, Arthur commented that, “[Women would have]
been waiting and saving up money
for the abortion while they’re still
pregnant and the medical risk increases, not to mention the psychological distress [increases] the longer that you wait.
“So it actually affects women’s
health and lives if you force them
to wait or put obstacles in her wayobstacles that have nothing to do
with her own health.”
For years the topic of abortion

has been a complicated and controversial issue for people around the
world.
Arguments for pro life as well as
pro choice abound, especially when
there is rumour that those holding
political power might re-open the
proverbial can of worms.
However, some activist groups,
such as the CLC, are beginning
to voice their ideals a little more
strongly now that the provincial
government announced they will be
reviewing the limitations and revisions for OHIP.
The CLC is urging Matthews to
delist elective abortions as part
of Ontario’s action plan on health
funding. “Petitions have come out
against the statement that abortions
are medically necessary,” Golobe
explained.
“They’re also elective, which
means that people don’t need to
have abortions to save their lives.”
“The Gatmacker institute,the research arm of planned parenthood
(which is the largest abortion provider in North America) their statistics say that 98 per cent of abortions are done for reasons of convenience,” she continued.
“So the person’s young or they
don’t want another child. So it’s very
rarely a case where the mother’s life
is in danger. Barely ever.”
“As soon as you start restricting
abortion, some women are going to
start falling through the cracks,” Arthur countered.
“Or [they might] turn to self abortion like they have in Prince Edward
Island, we’ve heard.
“As soon as you start making
abortion hard to access, especially
for poor women, that’s a risk for
women’s health. What we should
be doing to improve outcomes and
so on is make that access easier and
faster. Not funding abortion can
have all other kinds of bad effects.”
The CLC has done various things
to support their cause, such as hosting de-fund abortion rallies, petitions as well as a de-fund abortion
pamphletting blitz where over 150
people from across the province delivered over 20,000 pamphlets to

“As soon as you start
restricting abortion,
some women start falling through the cracks
[...] or they might turn to
self- abortion,”
—Joyce Arthur, executive director for
Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada

various ridings across the province.
“I know that this is very successful based on the feedback I’ve
received from MPPs and people receiving the pamphlets,” Golobe said.
“So that was just the beginning, and
we will continue with picketing or
whatever we have to do to keep this
issue in the forefront.”
“In terms of what they’re trying
to do in de-funding abortion,” Arthur said, “They’re not going to succeed. There’s too many obstacles to
overcome.”
Ontario plans to reduce the number of health services covered by
medicare as the Liberal government
looks to cut costs and trim a $16-billion deficit.
“The anti-choice [campaigns] are
complaining about the amount of
money we spend on abortions,” said
Arthur.
“Well that’s a tiny drop in the
bucket compared to what we spend
on child birth and pre- and postnatal care — which is all extremely
important, but abortion is cost-effective compared to if we were going
to bring all those unwanted pregnancies to term.
“That would cost a hell of a lot
more, not to mention the social cost
of forcing women to have babies and
having unwanted children.”
Currently, neither Prime Minister
Stephen Harper nor Matthews plan
to re-open the abortion debate.
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Batman is to Laurier as Joker is to ...

For the sake of fun, and absolutely nothing else, Visual Director Wade Thompson envisions Laurier as a
superhero – more specifically, the Dark Knight. By taking a look at school reputations and rivalries, other Onta
universties naturally fall into place as classic Bat-foes

Poison Ivy (Guelph)
Given the strong female-to-male ratio on the
campus, it makes more sense to assign the University of Guelph a villain such as Ivy. She also
works as a parallel to the campus’ very strong
and renowned agricultural department, something very few other schools (especially Laurier)
understand. Like Guelph, this seductress is aesthetically pleasing and quite frequently lures in
pedestrians based solely on her looks.

Bane (Brock)
Often seen as a school that anyone can get
into if they can “walk and talk,” Brock University is not as big and dim-witted as it
seems. Like Bane, there is a brain behind
all that brawn, one that comes out when
backed into a corner, or when discussing
concurrent education or nursing.

Mr. Freeze (Queen’s)
Queen’s University has often been known for
carrying themselves with a bit of arrogance.
Their aura seems to emit a sense of no one
else being better than they are. Now, that may
be true in some or even most other schools,
but with Queen’s, that always seems to be
especially prevalent. Mr. Freeze then works
perfectly as their representation: a self-imposed loner who can’t avoid the cold and believes that his exploits are more important
than anyone around him. Have an ice day.

Catwoman (Waterloo)
Being situated in the same city as one
another, WLU and UW have often
been forced to work side-by-side in
order to maintain a respected understanding, much like that of Batman
and Catwoman. However, that relationship has often boiled over to produce some of the most heated battles
seen across the rooftops of Gotham,
so the Warriors fall perfectly into the
“lover/fighter” role encapsulated by
Ms. Selina Kyle.

Joker (Western)
Arguably, Western is Laurier’s greatest
arch-nemesis in every aspect of school
life – from academics to athletics to social
life. UWO fits the “Joker” mould due to its
wild and outrageous reputation as well as
its uncanny ability to alienate every other
school from being able to tolerate its fervent attitude towards, well, everything. No
matter what university you are attending,
everyone loves to hate Western and its erratic, repugnant personality.

URES
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The Penguin (Ottawa)
Uhh ... they’re cold? They’re bilingual?
Yeah, I got nothing.

Note: There is no factual
evidence to back up any of
these ridiculous claims. This
was meant as an article for
entertainment and nothing more. For all intents and
purposes, this was made for
funzies.

The Riddler (U of T)
Known specifically for his unprecedented intelligence and rather meek physical imposition, the Riddler mimics the reputation of the
University of Toronto pretty well. While they
are known for bringing in some of the brightest
minds around to challenge any other school, U
of T’s presence on a more physical plain (i.e. the
football field) does not come quite as close to
most other institutions.

Harvey Dent/Two-Face (McMaster)
McMaster is a bit of a conundrum as far as reputation goes. Normally, they carry a fairly prestigious aura about them, with very few having
anything bad to say. However, the Marauders
will sometimes break out and perform deeds so
villainous and sneaky (such as their shocking
Vanier Cup win earlier this year), that the only
reaction they force us to take is that of jealous
rivals. Two faces: a respected, astute citizen, and
a maligned power-monger who will run over
whomever stands in their way.

The rest
Clayface (Ryerson)
Most well-known for its fine arts and theatre programs, Ryerson fits the Clayface mould perfectly (no
pun intended). Originally an actor, Clayface is able to
adapt his body into other beings around him and mimic their every move; a villain who represents both the
dramatic and visual arts.

Ra’s al Ghul (McGill)
Despite not being located in Ontario, McGill is still
one of Laurier’s most storied rivalries, mostly due to
the numerous battles seen from our women’s hockey
teams. The character of Ra’s fits the Quebec-situated
university because of its notoriety as a very powerful
and respected institution. The fact that it’s located in
an outside jurisdiction from where Batman typically
operates also works in its favour.

Deadshot (Carleton)
Arguably the most notable achievement from Carleton
University is their sharp-shooting basketball team,
whom our men’s and women’s squads often go head
to head against. With Deadshot, an assassin known
throughout the land for his deadly accuracy, the campus fits this villain profile.

Robin (Laurier Brantford)
The sidekick and companion to the Dark Knight, Robin works hard to attain the same prestige and respect
that his mentor maintains. Eventually, he will take over
for Bruce Wayne and a new era of heated rivalries will
begin.
WADE THOMPSON VISUAL DIRECTOR
GRAPHIC MANIPULATIONS BY AARON LUN GRAPHICS ARTIST
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Buck 65: Canadian rap
elite plays Starlight set
DANIELLE DMYTRASZKO
STAFF WRITER

MIRIAM SMIT CORD PHOTOGRAPHY

Buck 65 takes the stage at Starlight Lounge to play high-energy set.

The prolific career of Buck 65 (Richard Telfry) has spanned two decades, though his 2011 album 20 Odd
Years is arguably his most noteworthy musical achievement.
Telfry is adamant that the album
signifies more than simply commercial success.
Speaking to The Cord prior to his
Feb. 2 show at Waterloo’s Starlight
Lounge, the rapper explained the
significance of the album in his own
eyes.
“I’ve been striving these last
years to remove ego from what I’m
doing as much as possible. I really
try to be an ego-less person, try not
to be too proud. I think if I was going to look at something as a measure of success, longevity [of my career] would have to be it.”
With the aim of creating a more
melodic album with 20 Odd Years
than those in his past repertoire,
Buck 65 collaborated with fellow
Canadian Gord Downie (of The
Tragically Hip) on the song “Whispers of the Waves.”
As an artist, Telfrey focuses on
authenticity, stating, “Authenticity
is something I noticed most people
will respond to, in one way or another, so I’ve tried to make that my
guiding principle with everything I

do.”
The lineation of Buck 65’s career
has undeniably been organic and
recognizing that commercial success does not carry all validation,
Telfrey explained, “I knew that there
were limits to what my audience
was going to be, how many records I
was likely to sell, how far my career
could go. Recognizing that made me
realistic and allowed me to avoid
some pitfalls here and there where I
can.”
The self-produced album Dirtbike (2008) was admittedly a selfish
project, produced by Telfrey in the
confines of his own home, using his
own equipment.
The project the rapper labelled
“The Dirtbike Project,” is comprised
of seventy songs that are not, and
never will be, for sale — signifying
the importance of creating solely for
pleasure, without an emphasis on
the outcome in terms of wealth or
fame.
As well as a long and fruitful career in music, Telfrey hosts a radio
show on CBC Radio 2 called Radio
2 Drive, which generates between
500,000 and two million listeners
daily.
Providing The Cord with an inside scoop, Telfry spoke of an additional project in the works; the rapper is in the process of documenting
his experiences, travels and people

he’s met with in the hopes of turning it into a novel. Though coy about
the details, there is promise of a
tumultuous tale, given the ups and
downs of his career.
A self-proclaimed introvert, Telfrey admitted that being revered as
an artist and celebrity is still a foreign concept — one that creates a
feeling of vulnerability.
Despite the admission, when Telfrey dons his stage persona, there is
no sign of the introvert he claims to
be.
Last Thursday, Buck 65 took the
Starlight stage, playing various
songs from his elongated discography and allowing requests from the
audience before launching into such
crowd favorites as “Indestructible
Sam” and “Superstars Don’t Love.”
For some of his set, Buck 65 was
joined on stage by Marnie Herald,
who provided the opening act earlier in the evening.
Together, the duo generated a sultry melodic sound — Buck’s rhythmic finesse pairing flawlessly with
Marnie’s tortured harmonies.
If not for Buck 65’s spastic dancing, one could possibly have fallen
into a trance listening to them both.
Buck 65 continues to tour the nation, providing a clear and succinct
picture of Canadian hip-hop and
the true talents the nation boasts.

Little City’s intimate show
Toronto based band spoke to The Cord before Maxwell’s show
about recent release, upcoming plans and their unique sound
LIZ SMITH
ARTS EDITOR

On Thursday night, a small crowd at
Maxwell’s Music House in Waterloo
enjoyed an intimate performance by
Toronto-based band Little City.
The opening acts, singer/songwriters Amy Carson Hunter and
Robyn Dell’Unto delivered performances which provided excellent
segues into the beautiful folk sounds
of Little City.
Little City, whose musical style is
defined by band member Thom Mcfarlane as “whimsical pop with folk
sensibilities,” is an eclectic collection of skilled musicians who have
united behind the name to deliver
the dense and meticulous folk-pop
sounds for which they are becoming
known.
Taking time to sit down with The
Cord prior to the Maxwell’s show,
band members Jordan Axani, Dave
Clarke and Thom Mcfarlane provided insight into the bands formation,
recent release and overall dynamic
and sound.
“Little City came together because Shaun [Axani], who’s a bit
of a musical genius, started calling
around, saying he wanted to put a
band together,” explained Clarke,
continuing, “We started jamming
together and found we loved it. We
all came from different musical
backgrounds, but we pulled together
and started making music that we
made our own.”

Little City, a band who is at times
twelve members strong, is comprised of six permanent members
and a rotating catalogue of contributing members who join the live
performance from time to time.
“There are six people in the band.
We bring in other people to play
strings and horn and auxiliary percussion, but it’s always the core six
of us,” said Jordan.
The six permanent musicians
who make up Little City are Thom
Mcfarlane (percussion), Dave
Clarke (bass), Trevor Kai (keys, accordion), Jordan Axani (guitar),
Shaun Axani (guitar) and Frances Miller (vocals, French horn,
mandolin).
The soul-piercing vocals of Miller
and the swelling guitar sounds of
the Axani brothers are among the
highlights of the bands live show.
Of their background Mcfarlane
explained, “We think of ourselves
as a Toronto band that’s a little bit
rural.
“It’s starting to be a really cool
community in Toronto right now,
the city’s having a real Seattle moment. There’s an indie rock scene
on one side a huge rap and hip hop
thing on another, a big jazz movement – everything’s happening in
Toronto.”
Following the release of the 2010
EP The Going And The Gone, Little
City experienced an evolution in
sound leading up to their Jan. 24 release Sperry/Capt. Kandall, a new 7”

vinyl and digital single.
“When we did the EP in 2010, we
worked with Laurence Currie, who’s
worked with Hey Rosetta and Sloan.
He produced the EP and brought
an interesting approach — a lot of
pop sensibilities and very structured
sound. It was a product we were really proud of,” said Clarke.
“When it came time for our new
release we wanted to focus a little
more on what we were feeling at the
time, so we self-produced. This release, especially the single “Sperry,”
is way more folky and organic.”
“We’re the full range between Ohbijou and Springsteen,” Mcfarlane
interjected.
The EP consists of several tracks,
including the “C-Side” “Arms
Around a Picture,” on which Little City collaborated with Anissa
Hart (Ohbijou) and Peter Krpan (ex
Wooden Sky/Moneen).
After a year full of performances
at such festivals as Canadian Music
Week and NXNE, Little City show
no signs of slowing down. “Now, everything is falling into place, we’re
playing almost every week in February and every other week in March.
Then we drive for ten days to Halifax
and back in April,” explained Clarke.
As for a road trip soundtrack that
all the band’s members can agree
on? “We listen to a lot of Paul Simon, Springsteen and Wilco,” said
Clarke, while [Jordan] Axani joked,
“I try to get people to listen to as
much Third Eye Blind as possible.”

Visit thecord.ca to read Features Editor Bree RodyMantha’s review of We Need to Talk About Kevin
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THEMUSEUM mixes sport, culture with ARENA
Museum CEO David Marskell spoke to The Cord about the hybridity of the new hockey themed exhibit
KEVIN CAMPBELL
SPORTS EDITOR

As the president and CEO of THEMUSEUM in downtown Kitchener, David
Marskell is always interested in providing the Waterloo Region with a bit
of culture.
But Marskell knows that even the
richest pieces of art and historical artifacts don’t always drive the bottom
line.
His solution? Culture’s traditional
antithesis: sport.
“We love to have unexpected intersections at THEMUSEUM,” said
Marskell at the opening of THEMUSEUM’s newest exhibition, simply
dubbed ARENA.
The president’s not wrong. In the
past years, Marskell has brought the
works of Andy Warhol to a children’s
exhibit and most recently married science, technology and art in RAM: Rethinking Art and Machine.
But those exhibits didn’t always
bring in the dough.
So Marskell knew a community rich
with hockey history and passionate
puck fans might want to see the latest
of what his team has conjured up.
“Intersecting sport and culture was
something that was driving this and
hockey was an obvious one for this
market,” said Marskell.
And Marskell knew he’d have to
bring out something a little different
for this exhibit.
“I think it’s not a secret that if I
[titled the exhibit] ‘The Art of Hockey,’ a lot of people might not have
come,” said the CEO. “But to be able
to have interaction, and there’s history, and they can see cool things and
take shots... oh and by the way there’s
some art as well, we’re going to bring
people here that have never been to a
museum or art gallery before.’”
The exhibit is rich with not only
paintings by one of the most famous
modern Canadian artists, Wanda

Koop, but also displays of signed
jerseys of Wayne Gretzky, Mario
Lemieux and Sidney Crosby, the evolution of protective gear worn by NHL
players, the official overtime puck
from the 2010 Winter Olympic Games’
gold medal game between Canada and
the US, a small collectibles store and
even a café serving beer, pretzels and
hot dogs.
The exhibit even features a signed
women’s Golden Hawks jersey from
Laurier.
Despite the artifacts, any hockey
fan will tell you the sport isn’t always
something to be just admired — and
Marskell’s got that covered.
Fully equipped with a shooting gallery, a deke-ing contest and even a
simulated goalie experience featuring
a 65 km/h shot at a window (which is
where spectators are supposed to stick
their mugs), ARENA becomes more
than just an exhibition.
ARENA also features a plethora of
Kitchener Rangers history and has a
‘meet-the-team’ day. Marskell compares the Rangers with the Toronto
Maple Leafs in terms of the importance of the team to the city’s culture.
“You see them in the media, their
outreach programs ... they’re sold out
every game,” said Marskell. “I mean,
we should have an NHL team. We can
sustain it.”
Mike Farwell, the colour commentator for the Rangers’ broadcasts on
570 News, agreed.
“When you think about the passion
this community has for hockey, there
is such a rich tradition,” said Farwell.
“There are many reasons to be optimistic about the success of this exhibit.”
But mostly, Marskell is looking forward to the different audiences ARENA might attract.
“I’m really excited to see some of the
hosers come in here and have a beer in
the café and see what they have to say
about it,” said the CEO.
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A museum patron takes in a miniature hockey game at THEMUSEUM’s newest exhibit: ARENA.
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Plans from Northdale Land Use
study progressive and ambitious
Later this month, Waterloo city council will hear a recommendation to temporarily stop allowing development in the highly-disputed Northdale area. And they
would be wise to take this recommendation.
The motion will come from the Northdale Special
Project Committee (NSPC), who voted last week to appeal to the city to pause development in the region until the spring when their study is completed. For just
over a year the NSPC has been working with a consulting group carrying out the Northdale Land Use Study to
come up with a concrete plan for the future of Northdale, which is the area north of Wilfrid Laurier University, bordered by King Street, University Avenue, Philip
Street and Columbia Street.
The neighbourhood has been a contentious topic in
local politics of late as clashes between students and
permanent residents, plummeting property values, increased crime and the rapid development of mediums
density apartment buildings have elevated tensions
and raised questions about what the area should look
like moving forward.
One thing is certain: the status quo is not the answer. As Waterloo continues to modernize, it does
not make sense to keep an area that large exclusive to
low-density housing and the more recent problem of
medium-density apartment buildings. It is these new
apartment buildings, like the ones that have taken over
Columbia Street and have begun to populate more and
more of the rest of the boundaries of Northdale that the
committee is looking to stop for the time being, and
with good reason.
The vision of the Land Use Study, which was released late last year, paints quite the idealistic picture
for Northdale. More green space, mixed-use buildings
that combine retail and residence, more pedestrian and
bike-friendly areas and even more effective integration
of the two universities. Essentially a second Uptown
Waterloo. This may seem like a far off fantasy, but it
is attainable and the NSPC is simply working towards
this plan by asking the city to pause the development of
these counter-productive projects.
–The Cord Editorial Board

Fraser James
Graphics Artist

WLU arts first years need to
refocus and compete to pass
With 39.7 per cent of first year arts students below a
5.0 grade point average (GPA) there are worries that
these individuals entering university straight from high
school will continue to struggle throughout university
if they are able to stay in their program. When the increasing amount of students leaving high school for
post secondary education is taken into consideration, it
is hard to ignore an intensifying environment of competition. But then why aren’t these students worried?
Focusing on the general motivation for university
students, we can assume that the majority of Laurier
first years intend to graduate, receive a degree and get
a job. Given the reality that not every graduate will be
lucky enough to find a stable job right out of university,
why are some students still clinging to the illusion that
their careers will unfold the way they want it even if
they don’t personally ensure it?
Maybe this isn’t the primary cause of first-year arts
students struggling at Laurier. Consider the differences
between cut off averages between arts and BBA. First
years are accepted to an arts program with just a low B
(72) whereas BBA students must compete for acceptance above A (86). This distinction shines through in
recent data showing that in BBA only 9.8 per cent of
students are below 5.0 GPA. On the other hand, in BBA
students are required to maintain a 7.0 GPA compared
to the required 4.0 in arts. This could suggest that the
fear of academic probation could actually affect study
habits more than cut-off averages and high school
grades. Rather than blaming bad habits for academic
shortcomings it must be remembered that all students
have the capability to compete successfully in Ontario’s
job market whether they are in BBA, arts, science or
any other program.
Laurier’s administration is on the right track with its
interest in mentorship and community learning programs but it should to refocus first years on the realities
of personal responsibility in university and the postgrad world. The school cannot hold the hands of students and also expect that they can naturally transition
out of the “high-school bubble” into a successful life.
—The Cord Editorial Board
This unsigned editorial is based off informal discussions and
then agreed upon by the majority of The Cord’s editorial board,
which consists of 14 senior Cord staff including the Editor-inChief and Opinion Editor. The arguments made may reference
any facts that have been made available through interviews,
documents or other sources. The views presented do not necessarily reflect those of The Cord’s volunteers, staff or WLUSP.
The Cord is published by
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications.
Contact Erin Epp, WLUSP President and Publisher
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3C5

In search of “new” music
Shaun Fitl
OPINION EDITOR

Music, as we now know it in North
America, developed out of a long history
of social and cultural movements. The
evolution can be traced back hundreds
of years so for the sake of relevance I
will jump right into twentieth-century,
post-WWI society.
American music has its roots buried
deep into jazz, blues, folk, country and
gospel music, all of which emerged out
of the Caribbean and the southern-most
rural states during the 1920s. Many
white, middle-class Americans were
having their first exposure to what they
called “black” or “race” music with blues
musicians such as Mamie Smith.
During these early years the different genres of music were relatively segregated from each other. Blues styles
tended to develop locally in places like
Louisiana but the Great Depression
forced many poor musicians to move
north to New York City or Chicago.
Jazz was urbanized on a more general scale and took advantage of blues’
popularity by borrowing overarching
song structures but focusing more on
instrumentation. Because jazz was able
to reach a wider audience than blues it
was able to approach new listeners who
would be more open to what was seen
as “unconventional” blues.
Interestingly enough this migration
of blues musicians into more urbanized cities, and the resulting melting pot
of music and culture, was initially perceived as having a negative effect on society. The movement, while advocating
civil and social justice, was blamed for
the moral degeneration of the middleclass, white youth that frequented the

Today we are over-stimulated by commercial
music and it does not
seem likely that music
will ever be able to exist
again on such a free and
personal level.

bars where these musicians would play.
By the middle of the 1930s jazz had
made its way into the mainstream
through its influence on big band and
swing music.
The idea of “mainstream music” as
we conceive of it today could be observed by this time as major labels and
promoters had awakened to the big
business potential of getting artists to
endorse products and instruments.
With World War II, the increased use
of radio and rapidly growing domestic
markets the 1940s, which culminated in
the birth of rock and roll in 1949. Artists like Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry and
Bill Haley were eager to jump on the
flourishing Chicago jazz and blues scene
with their own special addition, electric
guitars.
Lyrics like “Yeah they said you was
high-classed … well, that was just a lie”
from Presley’s “Hound Dog” reverberates an anti-establishment undertone
in rock music that would become more
obvious in years to come.
As this counterculture began to develop out of the 1940s hipsters of jazz,
blues and rock, country music and gospel began to find its way into this American melting pot as a result of changing
circumstances for the “status quo” for

most of its listeners.
The Golden Age of gospel was also
a reaction to changing circumstances,
in this case the rise of secularization,
which later evolved into the soul and
R&B of musicians like Marvin Gaye,
James Brown and Ray Charles.
In the 1960s, music was characterized
as often having direct links to things like
the Civil Rights Movement, the Cold
War, the Vietnam War, sexual revolution, feminism, environmentalism and
Black Power. This politicization of music allowed what was called the “folk
roots revival” in 1966 with artists like
Bob Dylan who emphasized lyrical and
personal composition.
Although the 1960s exploded culturally with the British Invasion of bands
like The Beatles on The Ed Sullivan Show
and rising stars like Jimi Hendrix mesmerizing thousands at Woodstock 1969,
the optimism of the era was short-lived.
The 1970s brought the death of Hendrix,
Janis Joplin and Jim Morrison as well as
the breakup of The Beatles.
With these central figures lost the
movement lost a huge amount of its inertia and wound up splitting apart into
the many subgenres that still compete
for market dominance today. Bands began to essentially “do their own thing”
and the music became less about the
movement and the community and
more about the image and the lifestyle.
Today we are over-stimulated by
commercial music and it does not seem
likely that music will ever be able to exist again on such a free and personal
level. REM saw commercial success following the split of genres as “the alternative band” and because of that labels
now always look for a blueprint band to
represent whatever is the “new” genre
and then emulate it to irrelevancy.
This blueprint was used to gauge the
new grunge genre with Nirvana and
Kurt Cobain. In the same way that this
process killed Cobain, it is killing our
music and, effectively, our identity and
meaning.
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Apple hype on trial
Alex Reinhart
OPINION COLUMNIST

The results are in and Apple Inc. has
exceeded everyone’s expectations,
posting a 13.1 billion dollar profit in
the fourth quarter.
How is it that this once floundering company is now the biggest
in the world? The answer is rather
simple: child labour is cheap.
Many of you may be surprised
to know that the company exploits
children for cheap labour. So will
people stop buying these products?
The short answer is no, they will
not.
While news of their use of child
labour has been public for some
time, an article recently featured in
the U.K. publication the Telegraph this
week reported that their sales will
continue to increase and their stock
value will continue to rise.
Apple has been a proponent of
child labour and the general safety
and morale in their factories is no
less than appalling.
In recent years, there have been
22 deaths in factories under the

direction of Apple.
Additionally, hundreds of workers
have been injured as a result of dangerous workplace operations.
The most recent of these incidents was a worker having their skin
burned off and subsequently dying.
So this leads me to ask the question, why is it that people have chosen to turn a blind eye to social justice simply to continue living the
‘iLife?’
Has society become so obsessed
with the ‘cutting edge’ ideas of Apple Inc. that the costs to morality no
longer enter in to the equation?
Some people will argue that it is
virtually impossible not to use Apple products, such as the massively
popular iPod.
To these claims, I would state that
people are simply too lazy to find
alternatives.
I am proud to say that I have
owned one Apple product in my life
and have been Apple-free for over
two years now.
And even yet there are people
who have never owned an Apple
product. This is proof that it is incredibly easy to survive without Apple Inc.
On the other hand, there are people who cannot seem to live without
the company who owns Macbooks,
iPads, iPhones and iPods.
To me this is dumbfounding —
not only in how they can afford

these products, but why one ‘needs’
all of these things.
This highlights the moral dilemma of our era. It seems incredibly
important that we have the newest
and most expensive technology.
Our compulsive need to remain at
the top of this list has led us to disregard all moral principles.
It is a well-known fact that I dislike Apple Inc. as a company, but I
do not deny that these problems exist throughout many tech corps.
It is the responsibility of the consumer to research all purchases, not
only for functionality (as is normally
the case), but to examine the companies producing these products.
Many people will tell you that
they are unaware of Apple’s social
injustices, which suggests a sense of
ignorance on behalf of not only their
users, but of society as a whole.
I do not attribute this solely to
the ignorance of those buying these
products, but to the lack of regulation regarding manufacturing
practices.
No one denies that Apple products are incredibly expensive to begin with but the moral price of buying from Apple is even higher.
While it may be virtually impossible for just one individual to make a
dent in their 13 billion dollar profits,
it is time to stop buying Apple.
Your wallet will thank you, as will
your conscience.

Reflections on working with first-years

MERCEDES ROWINSKY-GEURTS
COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR

Almost at the end of my first month
in this position, I’m reflecting on
what has transpired during this
period.
I’m learning new things and I
have broadened my perspective
about who we are as an arts faculty.
Even as a department chair, I never
had this perspective.
One of the things I love most
about my job is the students and
their ways of trying to survive in a
sea of unknown expectations and
new ways of doing things.
First-year students battling to be
part of a community, while desperately trying to balance all the demands university life suddenly presents to them.
At the same time, they try to have
the so called Hollywood style “university life,” as I call it: fraternities,
sororities, partying, drinking too
much, etc.
Students find themselves
overwhelmed.

They were told in high school that
university is different but they didn’t
realize how complex it really is. It’s a
challenge for many of them.
So, with the first semester finished, we have the list of first-year
students who find themselves in a
cumbersome situation facing a worrisome performance.
We invited them for meetings,
although the attendance at one
hosted on Jan. 24 was nothing less
than disappointing. The following
Thursday night was very rewarding,
reaching one-third of the number
we contacted.
We asked them questions, offered
them resources, made ourselves and
the services available to them reachable, but you could still feel a sense
of distance; students today are looking for something else.
They are used to having a constant communication. They text
someone, they get an answer almost
immediately.
They are at it 24/7.
Of course, we can’t provide this
kind of access, mainly to professors.
As I drove home after the meeting, I was thinking about the students in that room. They took the
time to come.
Though not always 100 per cent
engaged, the large majority stayed
for the whole session.

They responded to questions,
they asked very good ones and they
seemed somewhat concerned about
their performance — or lack of it.
We reached and probably
‘touched’ someone yesterday. But
what about the rest?
When they were asked questions
about the obstacles they faced in
their first semester, the most popular answers were: problems with
time management; partying; writing
skills/essays.
When they were asked how many
have not approached their profs
when in trouble, the large majority
raised their hands.
Why?
They are intimidated. This was a
very common problem.
When they were asked if they
have ever attended boring lectures,
a sea of hands raised immediately,
without any hesitation.
I believe this was the first time
somebody gave them the opportunity to actually express such feeling:
they are bored!
We may think they are listening.
We may believe they are engaged,
but most of the time, they are not.
Changes are needed.
Dr. Mercedes Rowinsky-Geurts is the associate dean of students: student affairs
and special projects, for the faculty of arts

Re: “Terrifically trashy” January 24
I am a musical performer. By the
time this issue is published, I will
have performed musically — this
means you’re about to tell me to “get
off my high horse” like you did several other music students and the
Dean.
Our aim was never to bash LMT
or The Cord, but to correct an insulting mistake The Cord made for the
second consecutive year.
We rightfully expected apologies,
but received quite the opposite.
Why be so sensitive? It implies
that our music program, one of the
best in Canada, doesn’t exist.
I’ve known about our music program and have attended music

faculty concerts since grade nine.
I worked hard over the years to
be accepted into this program and
maintain a high GPA so I can stay
in it.
It’s everything I imagined except that I belong to a faculty that
is unappreciated by the Laurier
community.
If you’re interested in our concerts but cannot find our advertising, allow me.
Walk through the music building
doors like you do every day. Look on
the left for a display case containing
a list of this year’s concerts.
If the print’s too small, go back to
the sidewalk and turn left. There’s
an electronic sign listing our upcoming concerts.

8
launch
ways to

YOUR CAREER
POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATES IN:
Event Management

Letters to the Editor
LMT review inaccurate

Taylor Gayowsky Graphics Editor

Financial Planning
Global Business Management
Most are free for Laurier students
and everyone is welcome.
Also, we do get out of the practice rooms. Last year, an ensemble
played in the Concourse.
The reaction was, to quote a student I passed, “Go back to the music
building.”
–Ilia Sumner

Letter policy
Letters must not exceed 250 words. Include your full name and telephone number. Letters must be received by 12:00
p.m. noon Monday via e-mail to letters@
thecord.ca. The Cord reserves the right to
edit for length and clarity or to reject any
letter.

Human Resources Management
International Development
International Marketing
Marketing Management
Public Administration

business.humber.ca
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Opinion

Opinion Editor
Shaun Fitl
sfitl@thecord.ca

Skip the “Lonely Hearts Club” meeting this year
Carly Basch
OPINION COLUMNIST

Warning, the content that you are
about to read is going to be extremely soft. Those in the “Lonely Hearts
Club” must be aware: this article
may make you cringe.
Only the brave ones who are willing to be loving and optimistic can
continue. Or, just read and make
faces showing your disgust. Do as
you wish, I have no control over the
reactions caused by the readers.
It is a week before Valentine’s
Day, and already the moaning and
groaning has begun. No, I am not
talking about couples behind closed

doors (this is when we all hate our
roommates, right?)
It’s the ‘lonely’ students who pass
by Valentine’s Day displays and
shield their eyes from the visual torture. Those warm, cute, pink and red
hearts and teddy bears are too much
to handle. Trying their best to avoid
having these images imprinted in
their minds, they turn to their pals
and exclaim “I HATE Valentine’s
Day!”
Now, now, why so much hate? Is
it because you classify yourself as
being ‘lonely’ on V-Day? Or hate the
über-cheesiness that comes from
this day? Hate chocolate? Roses?
Hearts? Couples being disgustingly
cute and actually celebrating this
‘commercialized’ holiday?
No, I know it what it is: the teddy
bears are too darn cute — and you
secretly want one! I had always been
the “Lonely Hearts Club” top member. Chiming in with the complaints

and constant eye rolling, Valentine’s
Day seemed like a “dumb” holiday.
But in the past few years I noticed
that I have had a change of heart (no
pun intended) and it is not due to
the fact that a guy decided to surprise me with a heart-shaped box
full of milk chocolates.
In fact, it was exactly three years
ago when I got a text message from
my tech-savvy grandmother asking
me if I would be her Valentine. My
heart instantly melted and like the
Grinch, it grew as well.
How could anyone not like a holiday like this when it gives people the
excuse to get extra lovey-dovey towards family and friends?
From that point on, Valentine’s
Day was reflected in a completely
different light.
It is about love but it should not
focus on the crush or significant
other.
For those who are celebrating

with their ‘sweethearts’ go right
ahead, do not stop that tradition.
However it should also be towards the people who have always
been there and cared about you. It
gives you the excuse to appreciate
those who are important in your life
and I am sure their sentiments will
be shared right back.
The lamenting that goes on with
people putting emphasis on having
to celebrate it with a crush needs to
stop. Who cares that you don’t have
a boyfriend or girlfriend to celebrate
it with?
Call your buddies and do something fun; something that you can
all enjoy, laugh at and use to take a
break from your academics-filled
day.
This does not include having a
cry-fest with wine or complaining
about being lonely.
Is it not a lot more appealing to
say that you actually spent your day

with pals, taking advantage of chocolate sales and maybe jokingly giving each other flowers?
I gave away a couple roses last
year to few pals. It was fantastic and
a tad cheesy.
The point is, too much angst and
criticism and complaining is emphasized on this one day.
I cannot even begin to list off all
the tweets I have read of people
freaking out over Valentine’s Day.
But in reality, it’s just another day.
Nothing to get so worked up over.
Use it to your advantage!
Indulge in heart shaped chocolates and when you see your buddies, just give them a hug. Everything feels much nicer after a hug.
And what if after all that and you
still feel lonely and desperately need
a Valentine? Come find me. I’ll “be
yours.”

Stephanie Truong Graphics Artist
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CLASSIFIEDS
DearLIFE

Advertising Manager
Angela Taylor
angela.taylor@wlusp.com

Student Housing

Dear Life is your opportunity to write a
letter to your life, allowing you to vent
your anger with life’s little frustrations in
a completely public forum.
All submissions to Dear Life are anonymous, should be no longer than 100
words and must be addressed to your life.
Submissions can be sent to dearlife@
thecord.ca no later than Monday at noon
each week.
Dear Life,
From the article about International
News not taking flex anymore, it
said “An interview request sent to
the OneCard office was declined.”
No shit.
Sincerely,
Just because you work at the OneCard office doesnt mean you own
the world ...
Dear Life,
Screw interdepartmental fights.
As a business kid I LOVE my music roommates who serenade me
to sleep every night with jam sessions including, but not limited to,
the Backstreet Boys, Katy Perry and
Disney. (And my kin/psych science
girls who keep me healthy physically
and mentally). Bless diversity.
Sincerely,
Open your mind, not your legs
Dear Life,
Cheers to the finest bunch of losers I’ve ever had the pleasure of getting to know. Sapphire never looked
better.
Sincerely,
Yes We Will Harass You Again
About Voting Because We Care
Dear Life,
I just wanted to wish all the single
ladies out there who may feel depressed on Valentine’s day a
Happy Valentine’s day, you don’t
need someone to tell you that you’re
special.
Sincerely,
Only you matter
Dear Life,
You know what really pisses me off?
The fact that our school newspaper gives such little credit to Laurier
curling athletes. I mean lets show
our rock throwing friends a little re-s-p-e-c-t. WORLD gold and they
get one paragraph in the “Sports
in Brief” section? There is nothing
“brief” about the skill and hard work
it takes to become the best in the
country and now entire world. My
mom tells me I’m special and number #1 but that doesn’t put a f***ing
world medal in my hand. These athletes deserve some cred they won
f***ing worlds.
Sincerely,
That shit cray
Dear Life,
Today during my chemistry lab I
overheard a services coordinator insulting his own team and their charity fundraiser.
Sincerely,
Sad student who thought Laurier was supposed to be about
community
Dear Life,
My BlackBerry broke again?!?!?!
Sincerely,
Thanks a lot RIM
Dear Life,
Madonna? Really?
Sincerely,
Bring back Springsteen
Dear Life,
To the eight-legged demons crawling around: Please remove yourself
from my house and/or existence.
Sincerely,
The girl who weaponized 3-hole
punches

STUDENT HOUSING ON
BRICKER AVE!!
Starting at $499/ month. Fully Furnished 4 bedroom suites.
Groups of all numbers accepted. Call 519-781-1000 to book a
viewing!
Student Rental properties available for rent close to WLU.
CLEAN, upgraded DETACHED
houses, townhouses, apartments
and true loft spaces rentals available on many nearby streets including Ezra, Marshall, Hazel, and
Lester. Rentals to suit all group
size from 1 to 13. Many start dates
available. Please contact
Hoffaco Property Management
rent@hoffaco.com (preferred) or
through phone 519-885-7910

The Cord
on Facebook

Follow us

@cordarts

OR

Scan the QR Code

Announcement
Hey big J, Your birthday makes it
feel like heelys are racing on my
spine. Ha ha ha, jack my swag.
From your boy, Smirl-dog

thecord.ca
Serving Laurier at (Northfield & King)
Call 519-888-9749

29
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$

$tudent pricing

*

For just $29.95, walk in with your taxes, walk out with your refund. Instantly.
You’ll also get a free SPC Card to save big at your favourite retailers.*

instant
cash back

& free SPC Card*

we make
taxes painle $$

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

hrblock.ca | 800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)

© 2012 H&R Block Canada, Inc. *$29.95 valid for regular student tax preparation only. Cash Back service included. To qualify for student pricing, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or
more months of full-time attendance at a college or university during 2011 or (ii) a valid high school identification card. Expires July 31, 2012. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada.
SPC Card offers valid from 08/01/11 to 07/31/12 at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted when used in conjunction
with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates.
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Sports Editor
Kevin Campbell
kcampbell@thecord.ca

Women’s curling team
strikes gold in Japan
KEVIN CAMPBELL
SPORTS EDITOR

Laura Crocker is no stranger to
leadership.
Playing the skip position for
Wilfrid Laurier’s women’s curling
team for the second straight year,
Crocker’s experience on foreign soil
helped ease her teammates into a
successful showing at the Karuizawa
International Curling Championships as they claimed gold for the
red and white.
As the defending Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) champions
from 2011, Team Laurier became
Team Canada for a couple weeks.
“I’ve been to the world juniors but
as the five of us, this is the first time
any of us have competed internationally together,” said a jet lag-recovered Crocker at the newly decorated K-W Granite Club on Monday.
Press clippings, pulled pork buffets and Canadian flags adorned the
local curling rink to welcome home
the victorious five.
Crocker led her lead Pam Feldkamp, second Jenny Gates, vice Sarah Wilkes and fifth Cheryl Kreviazuk
through a pressure-intensive 9-8

gold medal win against Team Switzerland whose members were aged
in their late 20s and early 30s.
In fact, most of their competition
had already experienced numerous
world championships; a fact that
didn’t faze Crocker.
“There’s not too much difference,” said Crocker of the level of
play. “Everyone in Canada is really
good at curling and so is the rest of
the world, but there were lots of new
things we had to deal with like travelling overseas, and jet lag and the
different air pressure.”
To fly home with the hardware
around their necks, the girls pulled
out a stunning come-from-behind
extra-ends victory over the Swiss.
Losing 4-2 and 8-5 at points in
the contest, the team earned three
points in the tenth and final end and
snuck away with one point in the
11th as Switzerland’s shot failed to
hit its target. It was revenge for the
Canadians as the Swiss had beaten
them in the tournament-opening
match 5-4; one of only two losses
sustained by the team.
“We found ourselves in a situation where nine times out of ten;
any team in our situation, including

us probably wouldn’t have won the
game. We just persevered and in the
last end, we made all our shots and
we got lucky with a couple misses
by [Switzerland] and we found ourselves with the gold medals around
our neck,” said Crocker.
Laurier also defeated a very experienced Chinese team, 10-8 in the
semi-finals just an hour earlier.
The squad beat Team Japan, a different Japanese selection team, a
Nagano selection team, Team China
twice and Team Denmark. The team
fell to Switzerland and Korea in the
round robin.
“It’s pretty surreal being there,
wearing the maple leaf,” said Gates.
“Dealing with the pressure [was the
biggest adjustment]. Ignoring those
big expectations and making our
shots was important.”
In addition to flying home with
the gold, the team took time to visit
Karuizawa and Tokyo.
“It was kind of a ski resort town;
different from Tokyo,” said Crocker
of the host town. “The people were
unbelievably nice and respectful and
just treated us like royalty the entire
time.”
”We were kind of stared at a lot

NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Laura Crocker led her team to a first place 5-2 round robin record.

because we looked pretty different,”
chuckled Gates. “But it was a really
cool experience.”
Among shopping around the strip
malls and eating the unique cuisine,
the team visited the Canadian embassy and was shown a tour of the
facility by the staff.
The team even ran into a few
life-sized Pokemon characters as

documented in Crocker’s blog.
“Yup, a lot of Pikachus,” said
Gates.
Crocker and the team took time to
thank Laurier for the opportunities
they receive while playing.
“A lot of universities in Canada
don’t do anything for their curling
teams. We get everything,” said the
gracious skip.

Weekly Specials
Pabst Attack

$3.25/ btl. $4.50/ tall can
Monday & Wednesday- all day
Friday & Saturday Before 11pm

BIGGIE-UP
ANY DAY ANY TIME

A BURGER AND BEER
FOR $4 BUCKS!
ADD FRIES FOR $2
ADD WINGS FOR $2
Present this coupon
at time of offering
Limit 1 per person. Offer does not
include applicable taxs. Not valid
if reproduced, sold or transfered.
#01

$10 Pitchers

Thursday before 11pm

Dirty Burger Days

$2 Burgers and Wings $5.50/lb
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

$2 Buck Tuesdays

Sawdust and Beer at 28 King St N, Uptown Waterloo . 519-954-8660 . Join Chainsaw lovers on Facebook
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Mazerolle out but
Laurier still victorious
shelby blackley
staff writer

rosalie eid photography manager

Max Allin tries a layup against McMaster in Saturday’s loss.

Hawks shocked
chris mander
staff writer

Saturday afternoon at the Athletic Complex, the nationally sixthranked Wilfrid Laurier Golden
Hawks men’s basketball squad hosted the McMaster Marauders in what
should have been another routine
victory for the Hawks.
Instead, Laurier struggled to
match the Marauders intensity and
after falling into foul trouble, struggled tremendously on the boards in
a 92-82 loss, just their third of the
season.
While the Hawks held a lead at
half, the teams’ two leading rebounders, Matt Buckley and Pat
Donnelly, were forced to play sparingly as they were both had too
many fouls.
This changed the course of the
game significantly, a fact that even
head coach Peter Campbell was
quick to acknowledge.
“Based on the way the game was
called, it was strange,” said Campbell. “They are cogs in our defense.”
The second half saw the Hawks
lose momentum through missed
free throws and an inability to stop
the McMaster offense.
According to Campbell, the
Hawks’ inability to get any sort of
secondary scoring also altered the
game’s outcome.
“From an offensive perspective,
we didn’t move the ball as well as
we wanted to move the ball and we
didn’t have our best offensive output.”
Despite their struggles, the
Hawks limited their deficit to single
digits for most of the second half,
until they eventually were unable to
keep the gap close.
“At the end, our emotions let us
down,” said Campbell. “And we
weren’t excited and we considered
the possibility we were going to lose,
which you cannot do.”
The final tallies saw Kale Harrison score a game-high 27 points and
Max Allin scored 23, highlighted by
ten in the first quarter.
Despite the devastating loss, Laurier’s place in their division standing
is unlikely to change.
However, the most disappointing
aspect of the defeat is that the Golden Hawks are now extremely unlikely to catch the first place Lakehead Thunderwolves, a feat that is
now out of their control.
“We’ve lost sight of our goal of
first-place,” commented Campbell.
“You’re going to play bad games, but
after two more weeks you can’t afford to,” alluding to the fact that the
playoffs begin at month’s end.
The Hawks’ record now stands at
15-3, with only four regular season
games remaining before the playoffs
begin.

The team’s schedule features two
tough remaining games, one against
the Windsor Lancers and the season
finale against McMaster.
Coach Campbell is looking for his
team to show some character in the
regular season’s remaining games in
preparation for the playoffs.
“We need to re-focus, and get it
going. We played one bad game and
if we can get it going again we can
pick it up.”

With the season winding down, it’s
crunch time.
The Wilfrid Laurier University
women’s basketball team is currently tied for second in the Ontario
University Athletics’ (OUA) west
division after a tight, physical battle
against the fourth place McMaster
Marauders Saturday afternoon.
Despite only shooting 40 per cent,
the Hawks took the game 81-71 and
improved to a record of 12-6 on the
season.
With the win, Laurier now sits
equal to the Brock Badgers (12-7) at
24 points, but with a game in hand.
The race for second is on, as the
Hawks look toward the final stretch
of the regular season.
“One of our goals is to get home
court and if we can finish second,
great, that’s still a possibility,” head
coach Paul Falco said.
“We’ve got four games left and
if we can [win] four-for-four we’ll
have a good shot of getting second
place. Maybe three out of four will
do it.”
Struggling with their defense,
the Golden Hawks fought hard to
hang on to a loose lead at the end of
the first quarter only to fall behind
for the next 24 minutes. In the final
quarter, Kimberley Yeldon led the
Hawks to an offensive spurt while
Amber Hillis performed solidly on
defense to secure a home victory.
“[Hillis’] probably has the biggest
heart in one of the smallest bodies,”

Falco said. “She’s someone who
comes to compete and battle every
moment out there.”
And compete she did.
Coming out strong in the third
quarter with a big steal on McMaster’s Elizabeth Burns, Hillis also
sunk 15 points and grabbed three rebounds and four assists.
“She hit some big shots for us,
gave us some great defense and was
able to control the tempo so she did
a great job,” said Falco.
Yeldon would also put up a team
high 18 points, with nine rebounds
and one assist while rookie Shelby
Kurt netted 15 points, two rebounds
and three assists.
Without the aid of the dominant
Felicia Mazerolle, who was sidelined
due to a concussion, the Hawks still
managed to have five of their players
in double digits for points.
Defense was the only problem for
Laurier, as they struggled to keep
McMaster out of their zone. The
Hawks gave up 23 points in the second quarter to trail the Marauders
going into the half.
The third showed tighter defense,
but McMaster still managed 16
points to stay ahead by one.
“Our defense got a little bit better
in the second half, which was our focus because we weren’t pleased with
our second-quarter defense and
then we were able to knock down
some key shots against their zone,”
Falco said.
“I thought we really persevered
which was probably one of the reasons that we won it. We were able

to stick with it,” Falco said. “Overall,
I’m pleased with the effort.”
Laurier hosts the Guelph Gryphons tonight at the Athletic Complex before welcoming the No.2
Windsor Lancers Saturday afternoon. Tip offs are 6 p.m. and 2 p.m.
respectively.
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one
year to a
great
career
Your degree or diploma is a great
foundation — now get the job-specific
skills employers are looking for in as
little as eight months.
Sheridan offers 25 post-graduate programs that
will prepare you for a career in business,
management, communications, or digital media.
Get the rewarding job you want & shine brighter.

REGISTER ONLINE TO ATTEND OUR

post-graduate

OPEN HOUSE

Thursday,
March 1 | 6-8 pm

You could WIN a $1000 Tuition Credit!

postgrad.sheridancollege.ca
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No purchase necessary, while quantities last, must be of legal drinking age.
Please Enjoy and Serve Responsibly.

www.amarula.com
Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/Amarula

